
BRAZILIAN REVOLUTION 
INTERNATIONAL BULLETIN

Issue #14  July/2021Issue #14  July/2021

www.novacultura.info/boletim-internacional

 The process of “re-democratization” did not 
guarantee, at least from the point of view of reality, 
the expansion of the rights of indigenous peoples. 
Although the development of the struggle for land 
by diverse social groups has advanced in regard to 
land-use planning policies, which means the con-
quest of the recognition of the diversity of peoples 
and workers’ groups in Brazil, with its specific ways 
of appropriating natural resources, from use to ways 
of access to land - outside the liberal perspective of 
private property -, even if it is basically within the 
framework of the formalities of law. This context 
is effective through the instrumentalization of the 
agrarian reform program or the national system of 
conservation units, in addition to the collective ti-
tration of the land, to establish a means of protec-
tion against the alienation of the territory of these 
communities. It is clear that, in practice, these me-
chanisms are almost absolutely impeded by the ad-

vance of imperialist interests and the old landowner 
state.
 At the time, Dilma marked her term as the one 
that least demarcated lands for indigenous and tra-
ditional populations. In addition to not continuing 
administrative procedures aimed at the demarcation 
of these territories, he effected the regrettable num-
ber of only 11 approvals of indigenous lands during 
his first four years in power, according to data from 
the Pastoral Commission of the Land. According to 
the Indigenist Missionary Council (CIMI), at the time, 
of the 1,047 lands claimed by indigenous peoples, 
only 38% were regularized. Added to these absurd 
data, in 2014 it had the insignificant mark of nine 
conservation units created by such a government.
 As is evident, the process of dismantling the 
land demarcation policy already existed in the PT 
governments (mainly in the Dilma governments). It 
accelerates after the coup 2016, until we arrive to-
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day in an attempt to approve as fast as possible PL 
490/2007, which aims to settle this question finally 
in favor of the Brazilian latifundium.
 In 2017, Temer made official an opinion of the 
General Attorney of the Union (AGU), which, in prac-
tice, made the demarcations unfeasible. The Opinion 
nº 001/2017 was published, at the time, at the request 
of the landowner bench. The norm applied to the de-
marcation procedures, the “temporal framework”, 
landowner thesis for which only those communities 
that were in his possession on October 5, 1988, the 
date of the promulgation of the Constitution, would 
be entitled to their lands. The rule disregarded the 
history of violence and expulsions suffered by the 
indigenous communities and the difficulties of pro-
ving by means of documents the effective presence 
in the territory.
Since 1985, Temer and Bolsonaro are the only ones 
to occupy the executive chair who not demarcate 
any indigenous land. This makes it clear that of the 
various layers of analysis that explain the motiva-
tions of the 2016 Coup, the end of the demarcations 
of indigenous lands is undoubtedly one of them, 
a direct interest of the land power that not only 
sponsored the coup, as imposed as force majeure 
in post-coup governments. This is the background 
of the expressive increase of state violence (but not 
only) in the field.
 According to data from the Pastoral Commis-
sion of the Land, in 2019, the number of families who 
suffered violence in their homes and lands in the Le-
gal Amazon jumped 87% compared to 2018. Of every 
three families involved in conflicts over land, one 
is indigenous. Thus, of 144,742 families in conflict, 
49,750 are indigenous, representing 34.4%.
 In relation to the lands that await, already 
practically without hope, their homologation, the 
territories of Baía dos Guató (MT), Rio Gregório (AC), 
Uneixi (AM) e Acapuri de Cima (AM), together, add an 
area of almost 780 thousand hectares and a popu-
lation of 1,246 people. These communities have long 
been waiting for approval. These lands were already 
ready for homologation even before the Coup de 16, 
and passed the entire Temer government awaiting 
the presidential signature. With the validity of PL 
490/2007, these lands will be even more susceptible 
to grabbing, and any kind of arbitrariness for the be-
nefit of the land interest.
 A survey of the Pastoral Commission of the 
Land shows that the year 2020 had the highest num-
ber of occurrences of conflicts in the field ever re-
corded by the CPT, since 1985! There was an increa-
se of 102.85% in land invasions from 2019 to 2020, 
affecting 81,225 families, 71.8% indigenous families. 
Many of these invasions are the result of the interest 
of prospectors, which Bolsonaro defends tooth and 
nail and keeps his old promise to legalize mining 
on indigenous land in Brazil. In February 2020, Jair 
Bolsonaro signed PL 191/2020, which regulates mi-
ning, oil production, gas and electricity generation in 
indigenous lands, with the unfortunate comment of 

Onyx Lorenzoni calling the PL the end of indigenous 
slavery, stating that it would benefit, in fact, the in-
digenous peoples and thus masking the interests of 
capital in these lands.
 During the new coronavirus pandemic, the-
re was an increase in mining on indigenous villa-
ges, which also increased the transmission of the 
virus to these locations. What shows the priorities 
of the genocidal government was that, in March 
2021, Bolsonaro asked the president of the House 
of Representatives, Arthur Lira (PP-AL) priority in 
the vote on the bill. The interests of prospectors in 
indigenous lands show, in short, the elevation of 
the question of the possession of the land to the 
possession of its subsoil.
 In this sense, the PL 490/2007 comes as a 
continuation of the barbarism and historical geno-
cide against the indigenous peoples of Brazil. The 
PL, which was approved by the CCJ and goes to the 
Congress with broad support from the rural and par-
liamentary liberal benches, amends the Indian Sta-
tute and makes room for extractive activity within 
the reserves destined to the native populations. The 
PL also focuses on the demarcation of indigenous 
lands, transferring this procedure from the Execu-
tive to the Legislative, and establishing a temporal 
framework, which obliges indigenous occupiers of 
their lands to prove that they were in them before 
the promulgation of the 1988 Constitution!
 It is absurd to have to prove that indigenous 
peoples have rights to their lands, considering that 
the demarcation of their territories is the minimum 
against the historical genocide of these peoples sin-
ce the Portuguese colonization. This Bill argues that 
“the demarcation of indigenous lands is not limi-
ted to the Indian policy” and also “the areas clai-
med and, therefore, are the object of demarcation, 
involve different interests, both public and private” 
(PL 490/07, p. 2 and 3). Openly states that indigenous 
interests are irrelevant in the face of “diverse inte-
rests”, which are the interests of the rural elite that 
governs our country.
 In recent weeks, there have been demonstra-
tions against PL 490 in various parts of the country, 
including in front of the National Congress in Brasi-
lia, led by indigenous peoples who are fighting in-
cessantly for the minimum right to exist. Many have 
as last hope the legal tool, considering that the STF 
judge as unconstitutional PL. But it must go beyond 
relying on bureaucratic tools that act in their own 
interests, the land has been watered with blood and 
dispossessed of the indigenous since 1500, and now 
a new bloody stage intends to prune even more its 
existence in a “legalized” way legitimizing the bar-
barism that has always occurred, depending on the 
Constitution or not.
 The revolt of the indigenous peoples is one 
of the most legitimate, must be supported by the 
communists, and radicalized more and more, beyond 
the minimum right sparingly guaranteed by a bour-
geois landowner state.



blic companies in the sector and responsible for exe-
cuting sectoral programs, having its other functions 
assumed by organs of the state bureaucracy already 
in the expansion of the “Regulatory Agencies” model-
business branches of the representatives of foreign fi-
nance capital and the traitorous bourgeoisies of the 
homeland such as the National Electric Energy Agency 
and the National System Operator.
 The management of Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva 
and Dilma Rousseff perfected the neoliberal model 
they inherited: behind the discourse of “tariff modica-
lity” and “regulation” of the sector, they allowed the re-
presentatives of foreign finance capital and the traito-
rous bourgeois of the homeland to continue to dictate 
the parameters of the expansion of the system through 
an “integrated” planninghave encouraged the entry of 
more and more foreign financial capital through the 
creation of joint consortia and concessions for private 
companies, expanded the market for the purchase and 
sale of energy, left more than 70% of transmission and 
distribution, as well as most of the market for new te-
chnologies for clean energy generation, in the hands of 
private companies and decreased Eletrobras’s partici-
pation and control in the new ventures.
 Even if the State has always acted within these 
parameters, the large foreign monopolies always act 
with the expectation of appropriating the public patri-
mony, preferably for free.
 The government of the couple Jair Bolsonaro 
and Paulo Guedes, government of the representatives 
of foreign finance capital, bourgeois and military trai-
tors of the homeland, hopes to crown the privatiza-
tion offensive by the delivery of Eletrobras to its priva-
te competitors through the sale of state shares on the 
stock exchange, leaving the company’s board in the 
hands of investors and shareholders of the financial 
capital.
 It is urgent to fight in defense of our resour-
ces, of our wealth, both against foreign interests and 
against the parasitic and traitorous bourgeoisies of 
the homeland that open the way for them. The fight 
against the privatization of Eletrobras is the struggle 
for our sovereignty, for our independence, for the rup-
ture of the pact between the bourgeois traitors of the 
homeland and the capitalist imperialist countries, for 
the end of this outdated state, for the conquest of our 
true independence!

 Eletrobras is a key part of the Brazilian electric 
system. Before it, the large foreign monopolies deplo-
yed the electrical infrastructure that was necessary 
for Brazil to fulfill its role of lucrative destination for 
financial capital and exporter of raw materials to the 
few countries of imperialist capitalism. They were ope-
rating around the foreign electro-intensive industries 
and the large cities with high demand, charging ex-
pensive for a service subject to constant interruptions 
and leaving all the most remote regions, with higher 
operating costs, outside the power grid. It was often 
up to the states and municipalities to play a leading 
role in the deployment of electrical systems in some 
of these more distant regions, even if they normally 
used loans, consortia or concessions that were very 
advantageous to foreign companies, always in close 
dependence on them. An electric system, in essence, 
decentralized, expensive and counterproductive for 
Brazilian development.
 Currently, Eletrobras is responsible for one 
third of electricity generation and for half of Brazil’s 
transmission, a giant in the control of 48 hydroelectric 
plants, 12 thermoelectric plants, two nuclear plants, 
62 wind farms and one solar power plant, 70,000 ki-
lometers of transmission lines and six distributors. 
The largest Brazilian hydroelectric reservoirs are un-
der Eletrobras’s control, responsible for 44% of the 
hydroelectric power generation and a significant part 
of the Brazilian water resources. Even with the chea-
pest hydraulic energy in the country, sold for R$65.00 
MW/h, Eletrobras records billion-dollar profits: it clo-
sed 2020 with a net profit of R$6.4 billion and 2019 
with R$11 billion, even in this period distributing R$7.6 
billion directly to shareholders.
 Despite being this giant, valued at least R$400 
billion (up to R$1 trillion), Eletrobras has always been 
subordinated to the interests of its first opponents, the 
representatives of foreign finance capital and the trai-
torous of the homeland bourgeoisies. The installation 
and development of the electrical system continued to 
take place at the expense of foreign capital borrowed 
at high interest rates and came, normally, accompa-
nied by a highly polluting industry aimed at exporting 
raw materials to the imperialist countries.
 With the advance of neoliberal policies during 
the administration of Fernando Henrique Cardoso, 
Eletrobras remains only the holding company of pu-
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 On July 7, Haitian President Jovenel Moïse 
was assassinated in his own home, a fact that could 
further aggravate the country’s crisis scenario. Ho-
wever, we want to address here not the fact, but the 
determining role of the Brazilian military in this pe-
rennial crisis that has been slaughtering Haiti since 
the early 2000s. About the beginning of this process, 
we must speak at a first moment of the infamous 
General Augusto Heleno. Since the day of Bolsona-
ro’s inauguration, fascist General Heleno heads the 
Institutional Security Office (GSI). In the context of 
the second half of the 70’s, Heleno was part of the 
coup and conspiracy clique of General Silvio Frota, 
this delirious and fervently anti-communist group 
was against the opening process “slow, gradual and 
safe” led by then-President Ernesto Geisel.
 Advancing in the timeline, in 2004 Haiti suf-
fered the hardships of the intervention of the Bra-
zilian army during the Lula administration, in part-
nership with the United Nations (UN). After the coup 
of Jean-Bertrand Aristide, president and formerly 
priest linked to the liberation theology, these forces 
endure together in the country with the intuition of 
“pacifying” a territory ravaged by “rebel guerrillas”. 
The fascist general Augusto Heleno there was in the 
post of first military commander of that macabre 
undertaking. The popular democratic camp rigged 
by the petition “forgot” magically that the military’s 
escalation in the Brazilian political scene is due to 

the “peacekeeping missions” in Haiti from the Lula 
period. To the so-called “progressives” it is always 
good to remember that the PT governments have 
always sought to build the legitimacy and the ima-
ge of “success” of Operation Minustah.
 The aforementioned operation, called Mu-
nistah, was coordinated by the Brazilian military, 
officially lasted from 2004 to 2017 and left a trail of 
death and destruction in Haiti. The balance is esti-
mated at 30,000 deaths due to the spread of chole-
ra, victims of sexual abuse and other forms of vio-
lence. These atrocities were committed by foreign 
and Brazilian troops present in the area against the 
poor population of the slums, students and suppor-
ters of deposed President Jean-Bertrand Aristide.
 One of the aggravating elements of this crisis 
process was the cholera epidemic (disease eradi-
cated in the country since the nineteenth century) 
brought by Minustah troops, something that took 
the UN six years to recognize and “apologize” for 
what happened. The cholera outbreak grew frighte-
ningly after the earthquake that destroyed the cou-
ntry in 2010 left more than 200,000 dead.
 Another striking episode that directly invol-
ved the Brazilian army was the massacre in the Cité 
Soleil slum in 2005, a large region of the capital Por-
t-au-Prince inhabited by hundreds of thousands of 
people. In this operation, the Brazilian military used 
22,000 rounds of ammunition, and the final balan-
ce was the murder of at least 27 civilians, among 
whom there were 20 women under the age of 18. 
Statistics show that during Minustah at least 8,000 
people were killed in the capital Port-au-Prince, 
most of whom were supporters of the battered Pre-
sident Jean-Bertrand Aristide. Not to be different, 
the Brazilian military was involved in the 2,000 al-
legations of sexual abuse and exploitation by MI-
NUSTAH soldiers, with 300 of these charges being 
children. In addition to the incalculable human los-
ses, there have been environmental disasters such 
as the case of the contamination of the Artibonite 
River (the main Haitian river) with cholera; this river 
is one of the most important sources of drinking 
water that irrigates the center of the country.
 Both the Military Police and the Brazilian 
Army, armed arms of the bureaucratic bourgeoi-
sie-buyer, the latifundium and, ultimately, imperia-
lism, are prepared to decimate the poor population. 
Based on this, we concluded that the operations in 
the slums of the Haitian capital served as a kind of 
laboratory for events such as the military interven-
tion in Rio de Janeiro in 2018, during the adminis-
tration of Michel Temer, because they implemen-
ted the new strategies developed in Haiti. Prior to 
that, in 2010, the mega-operation in the Comple-
xo do Alemão - where 60% of soldiers had passed 
through Haiti - served as an initial milestone in the 
use of violence and population control techniques 
in the slums.
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 Rio de Janeiro, 6 May 2021. Shortly before 
6 o’clock this morning, the civil police carried out 
another of so many massacres that periodically 
occur in our country. In this case, the deadliest in 
the history of the “wonderful city”, was a balance 
of 27 dead and some more wounded.
 Among those killed, as always in cases of 
slaughter, are innocent people, people who were 
no longer working in trafficking, people who did 
not pose a danger to the police and who were exe-
cuted, therefore.
 The newspapers of the bourgeois press of 
the following days highlighted the fact, as is the 
case of O Globo of May 10, which brought covera-
ge on page 9 on the subject. One of these reports 
relates the case of Regina Célia Homem de Mello, 
grandmother of Isaac Pinheiro de Oliveira, who 
she raised since childhood. The boy was killed 
when he was 23. Regina told the newspaper: “(...) I 
know he was involved with something wrong, but 
it wasn’t this big boss they’re saying. (...)” Over 
time, the subject is hardly mentioned anymore 
and this sad story will be forgotten as will so many 
others before it.
 The coverage of the bourgeois press, as 
always in these cases, avoids dealing with the 
reasons that lead people to work in trafficking, 
the main one being unemployment, which today 
reaches something around 15 million Brazilians. 

There will always be those who argue that not all 
those who work in trafficking are needy people, 
which is true, but these are the exceptions that 
confirm the rule. Most of the people who live off 
prostitution, trafficking and other similar activities 
come from the most exploited and impoverished 
classes of the people.
 Nevertheless, avoiding dealing with the cau-
ses that drive people to work in activities like this 
is not the only problem with the bourgeois press 
coverage. There is a lot of mystification in what 
is published on this issue. One of them is when 
we talk about the “bosses of trafficking”. For this 
post are presented people who, at most, could be 
considered “managers” of the business, but, ne-
ver, “bosses”. Examples of this are the grandson 
of Regina Célia Homem de Mello, but also Fernan-
dinho Beira Mar or Marcola, in that they do not 
own fleets of planes that serve this business or the 
chemical companies, which supply raw materials 
used in the production of drugs.
 The bourgeois state, in turn, appears in this 
story as always, as an agent of “justice”, suppo-
sedly, as an enemy of trafficking. But what is the 
bourgeois state ultimately for? To guarantee the 
existence of capitalist society, that is, the society 
that produces and reproduces every day the con-
ditions that lead millions of people to unemploy-
ment, misery and, consequently, to be employed 



in activities such as drug trafficking.
 The bourgeoisie and the state which is at 
their service simply cannot take effective measu-
res to combat drug trafficking, as such measures 
would run counter to their interest in profiting 
from the business which, as everyone knows, mo-
ves astronomical sums around the world. Further-
more, drugs are a means of domination of peoples 
that is historically used by the bourgeoisie. Among 
the many examples we could cite, is known the 
case of the introduction of opium in China by the 
English and the use of cachaça to demoralize the 
Indians in Brazil, by the Portuguese. Nowadays, 
there are several complaints about the stimulus 
to drug use to increase workers’ productivity. In 
this regard, it is very instructive to watch the do-
cumentary Crack: the plague of farming.
 In the book “Education and class struggle”, 
Hannibal Ponce wrote: “(...) Fearful because of 
the number and rebelliousness of the Ilotas, the 
nobles did not allow them any gymnastic exercise 
and, under the pretext of showing their own chil-
dren how abhorrent drunkenness was, forced the 
Ilotas to drink in excess and to parade drunk du-
ring the banquets”.
 What would the ruling classes in Brazil do 
if most of the millions of young people who are 
unemployed, living on the streets, in Colombia, 

were not totally demoralized by drugs and unable 
to do anything? Certainly, the ruling classes would 
have much more problems if these young people 
were being organized to fight for their rights and 
the rights of all workers.
 As you can see, the problem of drugs and 
the crimes linked to it are part of a much wider 
network than what is seen in sensationalist pro-
grams on television and even in slightly more se-
rious coverage, such as the matter that we men-
tioned. The interweaving of these crimes with the 
class interests of the bourgeoisie requires a dee-
per discussion, which the revolutionary organiza-
tions must promote between the proletariat and 
other exploited layers of the people.
 So, in the war between police and drug tra-
fficking, whose side are you really on?
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PATHS OF STRUGGLE

6 YEARS OF THE CREATION 
OF THE EDITORIAL LABEL 
NEW CULTURE EDITIONS 

Six years ago, the Communist Reconstruction 
Union created the label New Culture Editions, 
as one of the steps in the task we have impo-
sed to publicize the Marxist-Leninist theory 
and the revolutionary history of the peoples 
around the world. We overcome the difficul-
ties of the first phase of our work and since 

our resumption in 2018 and managed to have 
a very favorable result. We reformulated all 

the work, renewed the graphic project and al-
ready surpassed 50 titles published. We were 
able to expand some collections, with the pu-
blication of new biographies of J.V. Stalin and 
Lenin, more works on the history of the Ko-
rean Revolution, a considerable expansion of 
our titles on Africa, with the texts of Machel, 

Fanon, Cabral and Sankara, among other 
additions to our catalogue, such as works by 
William Z. Foster on the history of the Inter-
nationals, by Haywood on black liberation, 

as well as organizing collections, such as on 
revolutionary women.


