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FINANCIAL CAPITAL BACKS ENVIRONMENTAL 

DESTRUCTION AND VIOLENCE AGAINST PEASANTS 
AND INDIGENOUS PEOPLES IN BRAZIL

 Since a few years ago, environmental destruc-
tion is a major issue in our country. 
Brazil alone has 12% of the world’s freshwater reser-
voirs, and the second largest rainforest area of the 
world. It is no coincidence that our country is known 

as the “lung of the world”.
 The imperialist corporations and local ruling 
classes, however, disdain the big potential for pro-
gress of such reservoirs, and grab them to engender 
monopoly super-profits.
 Pantanal, embracing the states of Mato Gros-
so and Mato Grosso do Sul, both located in Brazil’s 
Center-West region, was no doubts the most plun-
dered biome during the year of 2020. The burnouts 
have increased 210% comparing to 2019, with 4660 
fire outbreaks during the latter year, and 14489 fire 
outbreaks during the former year, until the present 



moment. During September 2020 alone, 14% of Pan-
tanal’s area was entirely devastated by burnouts. Du-
ring the whole year of 2020, 26% of the biome’s area 
was swallowed by burnouts. It is a historical record 
of deforestation.
 Native rainforests are being devastated to rai-
se speculation over idle latifundia and for land-gra-
bbers and big corporations to rip out super-profits 
through the increase of the price of land, dragging 
even more lands to rapacious economic activities like 
soybean production, extensive cattle raising, mining 
and logging. It is self-evident that such environmen-
tal destruction bring about a rising reactionary vio-
lence against Brazilian rural populations: during the 
second half of the 2010’s (this number does not take 
into account the 2020 figures), 242 peasants, agricul-
tural laborers, indigenous or Quilombola folks were 
killed, in comparison with 169 assassinations during 
the first half of the decade.
 During the years 2016-2017, the then reactio-
nary Temer’s government has tried to pass a colonial 
law which allowed foreign individuals and companies 
to acquire up to 100 thousand hectares of land and 
to lease other 100 thousand hectares of land in Bra-
zil: this colonial law met the interests of the landlord 
class, because it allowed it to request even more 
loans from foreign financial institutions by giving 
huge tracts of land as a collateral.
 After the economic crisis, which began in 
2014, especially due to the collapse of the prices of 
Brazilian export products in the world market, it was 
necessary for the landlord class and agro-industrials 
to boost export activities (agriculture and mining) as 
a mean to make up for the shrinking of prices.
 Therefore, land-grabbing, environmental des-
truction, and massacre against Brazilian rural popu-
lations, have skyrocketed.
 Local land-grabbers, landlords and agro-in-
dustrials are not the only ones who benefit from this 
situation. Behind their backs, we find the powerful 
financial capital and the foreign capitalist companies. 
As we know, the basic economic law of monopoly ca-
pitalism, that is, imperialism, is no longer to secure 
the average rate of profit, but to secure the maximum 
rate of super-profit. For that, they resort to semi-co-
lonial countries like Brazil: here, the price of land, 
raw materials and labourforce is cheap, thus raising 
the rates of profit. Here, big capitalist corporations 
manage to sell at monopoly prices many means of 
production – for example, some kinds of pesticides 
– which are banned in their countries of origin. They 
also pull out super-profits through the commercia-
lization and industrialization of agricultural produc-
tion, as well as by investing in other sectors, like lo-
gistics.

 Besides, as we have already said, these mo-
nopoly companies are indirect beneficiaries of envi-
ronmental destruction and violence against Brazilian 
rural populations. However, they are the ones who, 
even though indirectly, swallow up the bulk of the 
plunder.
 According to a study jointly developed by the 
Brazilian social media “De Olho nos Ruralistas” and 
the Dutch institution “Profundo”, between January 
2017 and June 2020, nine companies involved with 
invasion or pressure over indigenous lands in Ama-
zônia have received USD 63.2 billions in investments. 
The Brazilian State-owned National Bank of Econo-
mic and Social Development (BNDES) has alone in-
vested USD 8.5 billions, and the foreign investment 
fund, BlackRock, has invested USD 8.2 billions.
 The sole JBS company, a major responsible for 
deforestation, has received USD 8.4 billions in invest-
ments by financial capital (an amount 15 times bigger 
than the 2020 budget of the Environment Ministry). 
Big mining companies like Vale S.A. and Anglo-Ame-
rican were also major beneficiaries of such invest-
ments by financial capital.
 Let us further study more aspects of the issue.
 The American corporation ADM has alo-
ne exported, in 2017, 7.6 million tons of Brazilian 
soybeans. It is the third largest export company of 
Brazil, behind the also American company Cargill, 
and the Dutch company Bunge. ADM has stepped 
forward in controlling Brazilian logistics, setting up 
a syndicate with the French company Louis Dreyfus 
Commodities and the Brazilian company Amaggi to 
invest 12 billion reais (USD 2.06 billions) in building 
Ferrogrão railway, which will connect for almost a 
thousand kilometers Sinop municipality, located in 
Mato Grosso state, Center-West region of Brazil, to 
Miritituba Harbor, Pará state, Northern region, favo-
ring the export of soybeans.
 Besides ADM, the American corporation Car-
gill runs 22 factories, six harbors and 192 logistics 
warehouses in Brazil, and has reached in the year of 
2016 a revenue of about 33 billion reais (USD 5.79 
billion) through their operations in our country. It has 
recently invested 700 million reais (USD 120 million) 
to build a harbor in Barcarena municipality, Pará sta-
te, as well as to favor the exports of soybeans.
 In 2017, only six foreign companies – Syn-
genta, Bayer, BASF, FMC, DuPont and Dow Chemical 
– have earned more than 5 billion dollars by selling 
pesticides and other agricultural inputs on Brazilian 
market.
 Whoever demands in Brazil any kind of envi-
ronmental sustainability cannot give up in denoun-
cing the rapacious activity of financial capital and lo-
cal landlords.



 Brazil is going through one of the harshest 
periods of its History. All existing reactionary trends 
were sharpened. Burnouts carried on by landlords 
devastate the environment; our national subsoil is 
being plundered by foreign companies; entire ci-
ties are flooded by the greed of a company like Vale 
S.A.; Brazilian oil reserves are being handed over to 
foreign monopolies; basic goods and services are 
more and more expensive, and jobs are more and 
more scarce; the best leaders among our people are 
being assassinated everyday by agents of oficial and 
extra-oficial suppression; people are dying in their 
hundreds of thousands by Covid-19 pandemic due 
to indifference or willing to kill by the current presi-
dent of Brazil.
 Even in the midst of this situation, there are 
many people who still wrongly think that efforts 
should be turned in taking part in the 2020 sham mu-
nicipal elections. Illusions on bourgeois elections are 
still prevalent. Many well-intentioned activists are 
dragged to this farce by a handful of parties and po-
liticians of the institutional “Left”, petty bureaucrats 
who desire nothing more than their posts in the Bra-
zilian State to oppose in a shy and conciliatory way 
the worst enemies of the people. They delay the esta-
blishment of a true people’s front, capable enough to 
defeat fascism and all reaction. However, such front 

must be settled over principles and a common politi-
cal platform, not over electoral opportunism.
No resolute strikes against fascism will be ever per-
formed by electoral means. Those who talk about 
“fighting fascism through voting” are deluded.
 The Communist Reconstruction Union does 
not sponsor any of these deceptions. We do not see 
the slightest possibility in carrying forward a struggle 
against fascism or obtaining substantial and lasting 
achievements for the masses by electoral means in 
a semi-colonial and semi-feudal country like Brazil. 
Only by arousing the masses it will be possible to de-
velop solutions to the problems we face.
 Only then will it be possible to re-establish the 
Communist Party of Brazil and resume the Brazilian 
Revolution. Such party will not exist to dispute elec-
tions, but to arouse and lead the Brazilian proletariat 
and masses in their struggles.
 Therefore, we affirm our stand to actively 
boycott the current elections, taking the opportunity 
to denonce the sham character of bourgeois demo-
cracy, as well as the attacks which are being currently 
carried on against our people.
 We know that the stand to boycott the elec-
tions are met positively by millions of Brazilians 
who currently abstain themselves from taking part 
in the polls.

2020 municipal elections and the struggles of the Brazilian people



 On November 3, a fire broke out at Macapá 
Electrical Substation, a plant that belongs to Gemini 
Energy concessionaire company (whose stockhol-
ders are Starboard Value and Perfin, both American 
and Brazilian investment funds, respectively). Since 
then, Amapá state – located in the Northern region 
of Brazil – has been facing a blackout which has left 
14 out of its 16 municipalities and 90% of the state’s 
population with no access to electricity.
 Amapá has been living days of chaos. Due 
to the collapse of electricity supply, the supply of 
many basic goods and services has also collapsed. 
The collapse of the electrical system has been hinde-
ring foodstuff to reach markets and groceries. Food 
stored in refrigerators is rotting in people’s houses. 
The collapse of the electrical system has caused the 
collapse of water supply, and people in major cities 
like Macapá and Santana are being forced to search 
for water in wells or in highly contaminated rivers. 
Local trade has also collapsed, because the lack of 
electricity is turning it impossible for card machines 
to operate. Therefore, Amapá population finds itself 
under a harsh need for paper money, but even this 
has turned impossible, because bank agencies are 
not operating as well. App drivers finds themselves 
unemployed due to the collapse of the Internet sys-

tem and fuel supply.
Famine is prevalent, and everyday, markets and sto-
res are being ransacked by impoverished and starving 
masses. Even though Bento Albuquerque, Minister 
of Mining and Energy, has promissed to reestablish 
electricity supply by 60% to 70% already by Novem-
ber 5, Amapá remains, up to now, in the midst of 
blackout, or at its best, with electricity supply shifts 
which last up to four hours.
 Outraged by the prevaling situation, masses 
have stormed the streets of Macapá and Santana ci-
ties to protest. Nine demonstrations took place since 
November 3.
 Investigations have found out that Gemi-
ni Energy company, which runs Amapá’s electricity 
supply, was not investing enough in maintenan-
ce. It would be necessary to build, by least, three 
230/69/13,8 Kv-150 MVA three-phase transformers 
and a reserve unit. But to keep its monopoly profits 
high, the company has refused to invest such amou-
nt. Macapá Electrical Substation has been operating 
on its limit, under imminent risk of fire, since two 
years ago.
 The events in Amapá show the urgency of the 
democratic demand for the nationalization of com-
panies belonging to foreign capital.

Blackout in Amapá state between chaos and privatization



 Metallurgists in Espírito Santo state – Sou-
theastern Brazil region –, led by the Mellaturgist 
Workers’ Trade Union of Espírito Santo (Sindime-
tal), initiated on October 26, 2020, a major strike 
against the capitalists’ – organized in the Steel and 
Electric Materials Manufacturers’ Association of 
Espírito Santo (Sindifer) – intentions of removing 
their rights.
 Employers’ association Sindifer intends to 
modify eleven terms of the Collective Bargaining 
Agreement (CBA), so as to stop paying food stamps 
during vacation periods and reduce overtime pay-
ments. In Espírito Santo state, the companies cur-
rently pay 75% of overtime during week days, and 
100% during weekends and holidays, but the em-
ployers’ association intends to reduce these amou-
nts to 50% and 75%, respectively. Workers, on the 
other hand, demand maintaining the terms of the 
2019/2020 CBA, wage increases of 5% for those who 
earn above the craft minimum wage, 12% for tho-
se who earn the craft minimum wage, and monthly 
food stamps of 590 reais (USD 109). They also de-
mand their health insurances to be 100% funded by 
the companies and for these benefits to be available 
for all of their relatives.
 In early November, Sindifer has requested the 
Regional Court of Labor (TRT) to outlaw the strike, 
but the request was refused. However, TRT has orde-
red the strikers to be removed from workplaces and 
banned workshop pickets. On November 6, the state 
Military Police has shown up at one of Sindimetal’s 
headquarters, so as to intimidate the strikers.
 Even amidst suppressive measures carried on 
by Espírito Santo state government and the emplo-
yers, the labor movement is persisting on strike. At 
the dawn of November 10, in Aracruz municipality, 

RECENT STRUGGLES OF METALLURGIST WORKERS IN ESPÍRITO SANTO STATE

workers of Jurong Shipyard have blocked ES-010 
state highway in response to the employers’ denial 
in granting buses to the strikers so they could re-
turn to their homes. After three hours of blockade, 
however, the capitalists stepped back and granted 
transport to the laborers. On November 12, Vale S.A. 
workers’ staged a demonstration for the company to 
fulfill the agreement in which it has committed itself 
in funding its employees’ health insurances.
 Employers in Espírito Santo state have been 
using the economic crisis as a pretext to remove 
workers’ rights. They say that due to the decrease of 
economic activity amidst Covid-19 pandemic, pro-
fits have fallen, and therefore, it is necessary to cut 
down wages and benefits so as to avoid massive la-
yoffs. That is a lie! Even though Sindifer embraces 
manufacturers which really faced some profit de-
creases, a big capitalist conglomerate like Vale S.A., 
which runs mining and steelworks businesses, has 
recently reported a record net profit of 15 billion 
reais (USD 2.76 billions) during the third quarter of 
2020, more than the double of the amount of what 
the company has earned during the same period in 
2019. Many other manufacturers find themselves in 
a similar situation.
 What is actually taking place is an attempt of 
the capitalists to employ the overwhelming mass of 
50 million unemployed and semi-unemployed toilers 
as a reserve of cheap labourforce to cut down wa-
ges and benefits of the currently employed workers, 
raise profits, and hamper the resolute and organized 
action of labor movement.
 Nevertheless, organized labor in Espírito San-
to state understands the deceptions of capitalists, 
and it knows that only through unified action, it will 
be possible to defeat them.



 In Bahia state, Northeastern Brazil region, 
Piatã municipality, the 150 families of Quilombola 
communities (that is, communities who are des-
cendant of enslaved Negroes, whose during the 
period of chattel slavery in Brazil, partially ended 
by the year of 1888, with the formal abolition of 
slavery, escaped the slave latifundias and erected 
their own independent villages) Mocó and Bocai-
na have been living a true nightmare due to the 
presence of “Brazil Iron” British mining company 
nearby their lands. The villagers are breathing the 
dust of the iron ore extracted by the company, un-
der risks of contamination, breathing and cardio-

“Brazil Iron” British mining company harasses 
Quilombola communities in the state of Bahia

vascular diseases. Due to the environmental pro-
blems, many of them have abandoned farming, 
and they also fear that the rivers and tributaries 
might be contaminated by iron ore waste. Besi-
des the clouds of dust, the noises of explosives 
and machines, which work 24 hours a day, have 
been bothering the sleep of the villagers during the 
night. The unwarned blasts have already partially 
destroyed a house and cracked others. Quilombo-
la folks carried on a protest against the presence 
of the mining company on September 27, in BA-
148 state highway, but they were suppressed by the 
state Military Police with a teargas bomb.

Ênio Pasqualin, senior leader of the Landless Rural 
Toilers’ Movement (MST) in the state of Paraná, Sou-
thern region of Brazil, was assassinated on the night 
of October 24, 2020, nearby Irene Alves dos Santos 

village, Rio Bonito do Iguaçu municipality. After he was 
kidnapped by goons in his own house at the village, 

they took him to a place nearby and shot him down at 
cool blood. Comrade Ênio took part in the anti-feudal 
struggle by the year of 1996, when MST carried on the 
occupation of Giacomet Marodin landed estate, which 
belonged to the present-day Araupel logging company, 
in the same municipality of Rio Bonito do Iguaçu. The 
struggle was victorious, Ênio and his family received 
a plot of land to till, thus becoming owner-peasants. 
However, even though he has achieved his own land, 

Ênio has never abandoned the struggle, and has helped 
in carrying forward many other land occupations and 
in setting up farm co-operatives and peasants’ asso-

ciations. During the last years, Ênio was taking part in 
the struggle for carrying on land reform over the lands 
grabbed by Araupel logging company, Quedas do Igua-
çu municipality, Western region of Paraná state, where, 
since 2014, 1.500 landless peasant families have been 
living in Dom Tomás Balduíno village. Justice for Ênio 
Pasqualin! Jail for the killers and their masterminds!

Justice for Ênio Pasqualin!


